
Sunday’s Reflections – Fourth Sunday of Lent – March 22, 2020 
 

One of the principles that comes through in the TV series NCIS is that idea that “we will follow 
the evidence” wherever it leads.  I think you could say that principle is operative in the man 
born blind who comes to faith simply by not ignoring what has happened but by taking it 
seriously and drawing the proper conclusion. 
 
His dialogue partners are kept from doing so by preconceived notions of what it means to 
observe the sabbath.  Since Jesus “worked” on the sabbath, he couldn’t possibly be from God, 
they say.  And in order to keep their prejudice alive, they have to ignore the evidence.  They 
make a conscious decision to do that and so, as Jesus points out at the end of the story, “their 
sin remains.” 
 
What evidence are we inclined to overlook so that we do not have to make any changes in our 
life?  Admittedly, to receive your sight after spending a life in darkness would be pretty hard to 
ignore, but even momentous occasions, when we really had to admit that God was active in our 
lives, can fade from memory and we can go back to the way we were before, failing to allow 
them to have their proper effect. 
 
In one encounter Jesus brought the man born blind from not knowing anything about him, not 
believing in him at all, to the conviction that Jesus was worth his undivided allegiance and 
worship.  We’ve already started out on the journey of faith, so Jesus ought to have an easier 
time with us.  We may not be able to see the evidence of his activity with perfect clarity, but we 
can remember what he has done for us already, and, in faith, look forward to him continuing 
his work even when times get hard.  Can we include in our prayer today something like, “Lord, 
help me to take off the blinders that I often wear to keep me from having to recognize your 
presence in my life, so that I may see you at work in the world and draw the proper 
conclusion.” 
 
 
Just a note for those who are taking part in the Mass on-line: 
 
It would be a fuller experience of the Eucharist if you were also about to actually receive 
communion in the midst of that moment of prayer.  If that interests you, let me know.  We 
could make arrangements for you to take communion to your home so that you could 
participate in the Eucharist more fully during your Sunday experience of joining in the prayer on 
line. 


